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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to RCE filed on Aug.1 1 , 2008. Claim 1 is 
amended. Claim 4 is cancelled. Claims 1 - 12 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Steinberg U.S. Patent No. 7, 155, 070 in view of Squilla et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,623,528 (referred to hereafter as Squilla). 

Steinberg teaches a visual cell phone notification of processed film images. 
Consumer can preview images of processed film sent from a film development 
laboratory to the consumer's cell phone equipped with visual display (see abstract). 
Squilla teaches a method of constructing a photo album, Squilla also teaches a method 
of generating an index print of thumbnails from digital images (see abstract). 

As to claim 1, Steinberg teaches a process enabling a digital image to be 
displayed on a terminal equipped with a keyboard and a display screen, the process 
comprising the steps of: 
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a) composing from the keyboard of the terminal, an electronic message 
including at least one identifier of a photographic support comprising thumbnails b) 
sending from the terminal, the electronic message composed in said step a) to a 
messaging server, said messaging server being identified by a unique telephone 
number; (see col. 2 lines 1 - 22, Steinberg discloses an order for photographic prints is 
ordered by cell phone); 

c) automatically transmitting said electronic message to a processing server; d) 
automatically processing, from the processing server, the electronic message sent, and 
automatically selecting a set of digital images corresponding to the thumbnails of the 
identified photographic support and included in the electronic message (see col. 3 lines 
3-16, Steinberg discloses a message is sent to a consumer to view thumbnail 
images); 

e) automatically transmitting to the terminal a notification of the availability of the 
set of selected digital images (see col. 3 lines 3-16, Steinberg discloses a message is 
sent to a consumer to view thumbnail images); 

f) automatically displaying on the screen of the terminal the notification of the 
availability of the selected digital images (see col. 3 lines 22 - 43 (see col. 3 lines 3-16, 
Steinberg discloses a consumer notified of prints are ready for pick up); 

g) validating, from the terminal, a display request for the digital images selected 
in step d), enabling the display on the screen of the terminal of all identifiers of said 
respective thumbnails of said selected digital images, h) selecting at least one 
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thumbnail identifier of said set of thumbnails identifiers displayed at step g) and 
validating the at least one thumbnail (see abstract and figs. 3A - 3C). 

i) automatically transmitting the digital image corresponding to the at least one 
thumbnail identifier selected at step h)to the terminal (see abstract and figs. 3A - 3C); 
and 

J) automatically displaying the digital image transmitted in step i) on the screen 
of the terminal (see col. 3 lines 17 -43 and figs. 3A - 3C Steinberg discloses a 
thumbnail image data is transmitted to a consumer' s cell phone for viewing ). 

Steinberg teaches the invention as mentioned above. Steinberg does not 
explicitly teach each of the thumbnails being assigned a thumbnail identifier. However 

Squilla teaches a system and method of constructing a photo album where an 
image identification is printed adjacent to thumbnail images on an index print (see 
abstract and col.1 lines 46 - 67). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill 
in the art to incorporate the teaching of Squilla of image identification that is assigned to 
thumbnails in Steinberg's invention to allow a customer the opportunity to view the 
images and indicate which images to be printed or ordered. 

As to claim 2, Steinberg teaches the process according to claim 1 , wherein, 
during said step b) an automatic invoicing is further carried out, the value of the invoiced 
sum being a function of a content of the electronic message composed at said step a) 
(see col. 3 line 61 - col. 4 line 2). 

As to claim 3, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the display 
request comprises activating, from the keyboard of the terminal, a universal resource 
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location (URL) mentioned in the notification of availability (see col., 1 lines 16-45 and 
col. 3 line 61 - col. 4 line 2). 

As to claim 5, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , such that in the 
transmission of a plurality of digital images to the terminal, said digital images are 
automatically displayed successively in a display sequence whose frequency can be 
programmed (see col. 3 lines 22 - 60 and fig.2). 

As to claim 6, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1, such that in the 
transmission of a plurality of digital images to the terminal, said digital images are 
displayed successively according to a request manually performed from the keyboard of 
the terminal (see col. 3 lines 3-16). 

As to claim 7, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the 
photographic support comprises an identifier located in a zone of said photographic 
support (see col. 4 lines 10-27). 

As to claim 8, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the 
photographic support is a photographic index comprised of photographic paper (col. 4 
lines 3 - 27). 

As to claim 9, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the 
photographic support is a photographic filmstrip (see col. 4 lines 10 - 27). 

As to claim 10, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the identifier of 
the photographic support is placed on a material support distinct from said photographic 
support (see col. 4 lines 10-27). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 , wherein the terminal is 
a portable terminal (see col. 3 lines 3-16). 

As to claim 12, Steinberg teaches the process of claim 1 1 , wherein the portable 
terminal is a cell phone (see col. 3 lines 3-16). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In the remarks , applicants argue in substance that : 

A) Steinberg does not disclose " the display on the screen of the terminal of all the 
identifiers of said respective thumbnails". 

B) Steinberg does not disclose "thumbnail identifiers". 

In response to A). Nowhere in the claim language does it state all the thumbnails 
must be displayed simultaneously or at once. The claim merely requires the displaying 
of all images, a feature that is taught by Steinberg. 

Steinberg teaches the displaying of the entire film thumbnails to facilitate selection by a 
consumer (see col. 3 lines 23 - 44 and fig.2). Therefore Steiberg's disclosure of 
displaying the images meets the scope of the claimed limitation as currently stated. 
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In response to B). Sequilla was introduced to merely teach "image identification". 
Sequilla specifically teaches that the index corresponds to unique identifier for a digital 
version of the image which meets the scope of the claimed limitation (see col.1 lines 47 
-54). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SARGON N. NANO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Sargon Nano 
August 25, 2008 
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